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Every Child a Talker IN Salford supports every child’s speech, language and communication.   

Visit www.speakupsalford.nhs.uk; www.bookstart.org.uk; www.wordsforlife.org.uk 

Babies and children love it when we sing to 

them. Most songs for young children rhyme 

and this is no coincidence. They tune babies 

and children into the sounds of the  

language that we use. Rhymes and playing 

with sounds help to build vocabulary and are 

vital for speech development.  
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 Row, Row your BoatRow, Row your Boat 
 
Row row row your boat gently down the stream 

Merrily merrily merrily merrily - life is but a 

dream 

 

Now rock rock rock your boat gently to and fro 

Watch out give a shout - into the water we go 

 

Row row row your boat gently out to sea 

Merrily merrily merrily merrily - back in time for 

tea 

 

Row row row your boat gently down 

the stream 

If you see a crocodile - don't  

forget to scream -Aaaarrrggghh! 
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Song is a special type of speech.     

Lullabies, songs and rhymes of every   

culture carry the ‘signature’ melodies 

and inflections of a mother tongue,    

preparing a child’s ear, voice and brain 

for language. 



Two Little Dickie BirdsTwo Little Dickie Birds 
 

Two little dickie birds 

Sitting on a wall 

One named Peter 

One named Paul 

Fly away Peter 

Fly away Paul 

Come back Peter 

Come back Paul                           

 Two little tadpoles 

 Swimming in a lake 

 One named Jessie 

 One named Jake 

 Swim away Jessie 

 Swim away Jake 

 Come back Jessie 

                            Come back Jake 

Two little butterflies 

Flying through the air 

One named Billy 

One name Blair 

Fly away Billy 

Fly away Blair 

Come back Billy 

Come back Blair 
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The hand gestures and clapping that go 

along with many nursery rhymes helps a 

child to develop co-ordination and motor 

skills.  Strong finger and hand muscles help 

children’s writing stamina 



 

5 Little Monkeys5 Little Monkeys 
 

5 Little monkeys jumping on the bed 

1 fell off and hurt his head, 

Another phoned the doctor  

And the doctor said 

“No more monkeys jumping on the 

bed!” 
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The rhythms present in nursery rhymes help      

children to remember the words, exercising 

their auditory memory skills.  The situations 

presented in rhymes allow children to appreciate 

and begin to  understand humour. 


